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AoCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2632] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2632) providing for the permanent residence of Sisters Adalgisa 
Bellagamba, Maria Rina Monteechio, Anna Taricco, Maria Caterina 
Crevani, Elizabeth Baggio, Rosa Portale, Lorenzina D’Amico, 
Assunta Bonfiglio, Maria D’Amico, Lorenzina Scellato, Luigia 
Andreina Fratelli, Elena Montecchio, and Maria Bellesso, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to 13 nuns. The bill provides for appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are natives and citizens of Italy and 
are Roman Catholic nuns. All of them entered the United States as 
visitors and since coming to this country they have oy n assigned 
either to the convent of their order in Staten Island, N. Y., or St. 
Paul’s Monastery, Canton, Ohio. 

A letter dated July 11, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to H. R. 8064, which was a bill 
introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same 
aliens, reads as follows: 
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Juty 11, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 8064) providing for the per- 
manent residence of Sisters Adalgisa Bellagamba, Maria Rina Montecchio, Anna 
Tariceo, Maria Caterina Crevani, Elizabeth Baggio, Rosa Portale, Lorenzina 
D’ Amico, Assunta Bonfiglio, Maria D’ Amico, Lorenzina Scellato, Luigia Andreina 
Fratelli, Elena Montecchio, and Maria Bellesso. 

The bill would provide that the aliens named above shall be deemed to have 
been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the 
dates of their last entries, on payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 
It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to 
deduct 13 numbers from the nonpreference category of the appropriate immigra- 
tion quota 

The files of the [Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are Roman Catholic nuns, members of the Order of Pious 
Disciples of the Divine Master, and that they are natives and citizens of Italy. 
Though all the sisters came from Rome, Italy, and were admitted to the United 
States at the port of New York, under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 
1924, upon the presentation of nonimmigrant visas, they did not arrive in this 
country at the same time. The record indicates that some, if not all, of the aliens 
were, in fact, immigrants at the time of their entry, and, as such, did not present 
immigration visas as required under the immigration laws. They may be subject 
to deportation either under sections 13 and 14 of the Immigration Act of 1924 as 
being immigrants not in possession of an immigration visa, or under section 14 
and 15 of such act on the ground that they have remained in the United States 
for a longer time than permitted. Action to enforce their departure, however, 
was ordered held in abeyance pending consideration of this bill. 

The files further reflect that the sisters had joined the order in Italy before 
coming to the United States. Since coming to this country they have been assigned 
either to the convent of their order in Staten Island, N. Y., or to St. Paul’s 
Monastery, Canfield, Ohio. They are primarily performing general household 
duties at their respective stations and, in addition, they assist in the furtherance 
of the religious activities of their order, the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master. 
Additional information with respect to the individual sisters is indicated below. 

Adalgisa Bellagamba (Sister Fulgentia) was born on February 22, 1916, in 
San Severino, Italy. She was admitted to the United States on February 22, 1948, 
for a temporary period expiring September 25, 1948, and is presently assigned to 
St. Paul’s Monastery, Canfield, Ohio. 

Maria Rina Montecchio (Sister Veritas) was born on June 19, 1927, in Citta 
d’Oddo, Padua, Italy. She entered the United States on February 22, 1948, 
when she was admitted for a temporary period until February 2, 1949, and is 
presently assigned to St. Paul’s Monastery, Canfield, Ohio. 

Anna Taricco (Sister Trinitas) was born on September 21, 1921, in Narzole, 
Cuneo, Italy. She entered the United States on February 22, 1948, when she was 
admitted for a temporary period until May 22, 1948, which was subsequently 
extended to January 12, 1949. Until February 22, 1949, she resided at the Con- 
vent of the Pious Disciples of St. Paul in Canfield, Ohio, but since that time has 
been in the convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Maria Caterina Crevani (Sister Veronica) entered the United States on October 
20, 1947, when she was admitted for a temporary period. From the date of her 
admission until about December 21, 1949, she was in St. Paul’s Monastery, 
Canfield, Ohio. She is presently assigned to the convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Elizabeth Baggio (Sister Eugenia) was born on September 9, 1914, in Cassola, 
Vicenze, Italy. She entered the United States on November 23, 1948, when she 
was admitted for a temporary period until April 20, 1950. She is presently 
assigned to the convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Rosa Portale (Sister Fiorella) was born on January 8, 1925, in Caronia, Massina, 
Itaiy. She first entered the United States on November 23, 1948, when she was 
admitted for a temporary period until May 4, 1949. In May of 1949 she went to 
Quebec, Canada, on a religious mission, remaining there until July 15, 1949, 
when she was again admitted to the United States, this time at Derby Line, Vt., 
for a temporary period until March 13, 1950. With the exception of 1 week at 
Canfield, Ohio, she has resided in the convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 
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Lorenzina D’Amico (Sister Crucis) was born on September 4, 1925, in Nicosia 
Sicily, Italy. She entered the United States on April 10, 1949, when she was 
admitted for a temporary period expiring on January 28, 1950. She is presently 
assigned to the convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Assunta Bonfiglio (Sister Denigna) was born on May 25, 1914, in Bargo, 
Cosenza, Italy. She entered the United States on October 19, 1949, when she 
was admitted for a temporary period until January 18, 1950. She is presently 
in the convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Maria D’Amico (Sister Lucis) was born on August 14, 1923, in Nicosia, Sicily, 
Italy. She entered the United States on October 19, 1949, when shé wes admitted 
for a temporary period until January 18, 1950. She is presently assigned to the 
convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

Lorenzina Scellato (Sister May Alba) was born on June 3, 1924, in Nicosia, 
Enna, Italy. She entered the United States on November 23, 1948, when she 
was admitted for a temporary period until May 4, 1950. She is presently stationed 
at St. Paul’s Monastery, Canfield, Ohio. 

Luigia Andreina Fratelli (Sister Gioviaona) was born on September 25, 1927, 
in Cinisello, Milano, Italy. She entered the United States on November 29, 
1949, when she was admitted for a temporary period until February 28, 1950. 
She is in her order’s convent in Staten Island. 

Elena Montecchio (Sister Flaminia) was born on November 9, 1925, in Caoto, 
Padova, Italy. She entered the United States on November 29, 1949, when she, 
was admitted for a temporary period until February 28, 1950. She is presently 
assigned to St. Paul’s Monastery, Canfield, Ohio. 

Maria Bellesso (Sister Ancilla) was born on July 10, 1924, in Brugine, Padova, 
Italy. She was admitted to the United States on November 29, 1949, for a 
temporary period to expire on February 29, 1950. She is presently assigned to the 
convent in Staten Island, N. Y. 

The quota for Italy, to which the aliens are chargeable, is oversubscribed and 
immigration visas are not readily obtainable. Nuns, as such, or by virtue of their 
work as teachers, nurses, or social-service workers, are not accorded special con- 
sideration under the immigration laws insofar as concerns the requirements for 
their admission to carry on their work, and are not, therefore, classed as non- 
immigrants under the immigration laws or relieved of the quota requirements as 
are ministers of any religious denomination. They, like aliens in general, are 
subject to the quota restrictions of the immigration laws. In the absence of 
general or special legislation the nuns named in this bill will be unable to remain 
in the United States for an indefinite stay. 

Whether under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2632) should be enacted. 
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